The pathogenesis of hyperlipoproteinaemia.
The hyperlipoproteinaemias are among the most commonly encountered metabolic derangements seen in clinical practice, and are important because of their frequent association with atherosclerotic vascular disease. Although their underlying biochemical defects are not yet completely elucidated, sufficient comprehension of normal lipoprotein metabolism has now been acquired to permit us to ascribe mechanisms to these clinical conditions as we know them. This article briefly summarises the plasma lipoprotein transport system and classifies the major primary lipoprotein disorders according to current understanding of the pathological changes responsible for their presentation.